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PREFACE.

The publication of this book is a matter

of conscience. The author, as a theoloeist

and lawyer, thoroughly believes that the

present system of religious instruction in

Girard College is in palpable violation of

the conditions of the Will of the Founder,

and not well adapted to promote "the

purest principles of morality." If the

present policy is not soon discontinued

or greatly changed, the citizens of Phil-

adelphia should appeal to the courts to

judicially enforce conformity to the con-

ditions upon which this great charity was

intended to be founded.

in



iv Preface.

The best interests of morality and relig-

ion require the strictest adherence to the

provisions of a trust. Fiduciary unfaith-

fulness in public affairs is now the one

great source of peril to the free institu-

tions of our country, and all moralists and

patriots should unite in cherishing that

" eternal vigilance
"

which is
" the price

of liberty."

The chapters which make up this book

were originally delivered, in substance, as

popular lectures in the last spring course

of The Westbrook Free Lectureship in the

hall of our City Institute, and attracted

considerable public attention at that time.

The lectures were delivered before differ-

ent audiences and hence certain points

were purposely repeated.

In the warmth of public oral discussion,

partly extemporaneous, expressions less

temperate and guarded may sometimes
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have been used than mi^ht have been

considered in good taste under less ex-

citing circumstances. For the individual

members of the Board of Directors of

City Trusts the Author has the highest

respect. That they have greatly erred

he is profoundly convinced, but whether

through indifference and neglect or through

a mistaken zeal for the Church, it is not his

province to judge. Is it a fact that a great

breach of trust has been committed?

As a citizen of Philadelphia, and there-

fore as one to whose watchful care, in

connection with his fellow-citizens, Girard

committed in part this trust, the Author

solemnly protests against the teaching of

sectarian "
religious tenets," as now prac-

tised in the College chapel.

Let it not be suspected from anything

in this book that the Author is unfriendly

to the Bible or to Christianity. He be-
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lieves that their greatest enemies are those

who unwittingly claim for them what they

are not. There is no legal reason why the

morality of Christianity should not be

taught in Girard College, as found in

the New Testament as well as in other

and more ancient writings ;
but this is a

very different matter from the "religious

tenets," downright sectarian dogmas, which

abound in the Manual for the Chapel in

use since 1883. Neither let it be thought

that the Author fails to appreciate the

great and good work the College is ac-

complishing, or that he would hinder its

progress. He desires its greater useful-

ness, and believes that this largely de-

pends upon a conscientious adherence to

the conditions of Girard's Will.

The Author hereby acknowledges the

courtesy of the honored President of

Girard College, A. H. Fetterolf, Ph. D.,
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and disclaims any intention to reflect upon

his administration, or upon the faithful-

ness of his associate professors, or upon

the teachers employed in the schools.

For the principal facts in the history of

Mr. Girard the Author is indebted main-

ly to The Life and Character of Stephen

Girard, by Henry Atlee Ingram, LL.B.

The portrait is an excellent one, copied

from an original lithographic likeness by

the Levytype Company (S. E. corner of

Chestnut and Seventh streets, Philadel-

phia) by their patented Autoglyphic Pro-

cess.

R. B. WESTBROOK.

No. 1707 Oxford Street,

Philadelphia

»rd Street, |

ia, 1887. j
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GIRARD'S WILL
AND

GIRARD COLLEGE THEOLOGY.

i.

THE .CASE STATED.

THE
material body of Stephen Girard

has been reposing in the tomb for

nearly threescore years. He departed this

life in 1831, in the eighty-second year of

his age. There is probably no surname so

frequently pronounced every day in this

city of "
brotherly love

"
as that of Girard,

chiefly in connection with the institutions

he founded. He was born near Bordeaux

in France in 1750, lost one of his eyes by
accident when nine years of age, and left

his father's home at the age of fourteen

1 1



2 Girard 's Will

as "
cabin-boy

"
on a trading vessel. He

finally settled in Philadelphia, and became

an American citizen by taking the oath

of allegiance at the age of twenty-eight

years. In 1777 he married Mary Lum of

Philadelphia, who thirteen years after be-

came hopelessly insane. A daughter was

born to them, who soon died, the mother

surviving until 1 8 1 5, having passed a pain-

less mental blank of twenty-five years'

duration. He did not marry again. In

1830 he executed his last Will and Tes-

tament. Mr. Girard showed his patriot-

ism and general benevolence by numerous

large bequests, but this paper relates espe-

cially to his testamentary provision for es-

tablishing an orphans' home and school.

To this charity he gave §2,000,000 (besides

forty-five acres of land where the College

now stands) and the residue of a certain

portion of his estate, which has proved
more valuable than the most sanguine

could have hoped, so that Girard College
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has an ample endowment and money to

spare. The present annual income of the

College may be estimated at more than

$500,000.* The College building was com-

menced in 1833, and constructed, in part,

according to the minute directions of the
<_>

testator, and completed in 1847 at an ex~

pense of $1,933,821.78, delays having

been occasioned by litigation and other

causes.*)* Besides the main College hall,

there are now nearly a score of auxiliary

buildings and a beautiful church edifice

or chapel on the grounds.

In making the bequest for the College

Mr. Girard says in his Will:

" I have been for a long time impressed with the

importance of educating the poor and of placing

them, by the early cultivation of their minds and

* The Girard College Estate is put down in the Report for

1886 at $10,684,580.22, but the superintendent assures me that

it is worth $20,000,000.

-j-
The last annual report estimates the cost of the College

grounds and buildings at $3,150,000, at present said to be worth

$10,000,000.
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the development of their moral principles, above

the many temptations to which, through poverty

and ignorance, they are exposed ;
and I am par-

ticularly desirous to provide for such a number of

poor male white orphan children as can be trained

in one institution a better education, as well as a

more comfortable maintenance, than they usually

receive from the public funds."

It is evident from the above that this

most praiseworthy purpose was not of

recent orip-in.

An attempt was made to break Girard's

Will, and in 1843 a case on appeal, in the

Supreme Court of the United States, was

argued, but the judges, for various rea-

sons, ordered a reargument, which was

heard at the January term, 1844. Mr.

Jones and Daniel Webster appeared for

the complainants, and Horace Binney
and John Sergeant for the city and ex-

ecutors.

It is only on questions growing out of

the requirements and restrictions, as con-

ditions of Mr. Girard's bequest to the
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College for orphans, that we now have

anything to do.

It may help us in our examination of

Girard's Will to inquire into his religious

antecedents and predilections. He was

born and baptized in the Roman Catholic

Church. He had his only child baptized

at her birth—whether by a Catholic or

Protestant priest the writer is not in-

formed. He was married by a Protest-

ant minister in an Episcopal church. He
is said to have paid at one time for a pew
in a Catholic church. He gave money

liberally to build houses of worship for

all the different religious sects. He was

known to have orreat admiration for the

religious principles and customs of the

Society of Friends, commonly called Qua-

kers. His body was buried in the vault

of a relative in a Roman Catholic grave-

yard without ecclesiastical rites, after the

manner of Friends, the same ceremony,

or rather absence of ceremony, having
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characterized the burial of his wife six-

teen years before. There is no evidence

that he was an Atheist, or even a Deist.

It is easy and common to brand a man an

infidel who does not accept the dominant

religion. If we attach the primary mean-

ing to the word infidelity
—"unfaithfulness

to a trust"—Stephen Girard was not an in-

fidel. If he had articles of religious faith,

he never published them, neither did he

publish his unbelief if he were an unbe-

liever. Four of his ships were named re-

spectively "Voltaire" "
Helvetius^ "Mon-

tesquieu" and "Rousseau" and the writings

of some of these French Freethinkers

were found in Girard's library. It is a

noteworthy coincidence that Montesquieu
wrote a work when he was only twenty

years old, more than a century ago, to

prove just what our Andover professors

of theology are now arraigned for teach-

ing
—viz. that "all pagans do not merit

eternal damnation .

' ' Th is isaverysugges-
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tive coincidence. What Girard believed

as to relioious dogmas and institutions

he never published. He certainly was

neither a Roman Catholic nor an ortho-

dox Protestant. That he was a good
citizen of excellent moral character is well

established. He showed special sympa-

thy with poor boys, and expressly indi-

cated his faith in natural religion and

morality. He relied upon the early cul-

tivation of the minds of the poor orphans
and the "

development of their moral prin-

ciples" to place them above the tempta-

tions of poverty and ignorance. He had

faith in human nature. He could not have

believed in total depravity.

Girard had great faith in what " evan-

gelicals
"
contemn as " mere morality." He

required that the instructors and teachers

in the College should be not only persons

of tried skill, but also of "established moral

character." He further required that "
all

the instructors and teachers in the College
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should take pains to instill into the minds

of the scholars the purest principles of

morality!' He always insisted upon the

highest morality in his trusted agents

and employes, and he practised it him-

self. He was never charged with immo-

rality.

That Girard was himself a true patriot

and philanthropist he has proved by nu-

merous acts. He loaned large sums of

money to the United States Government

in 1814, when general distrust prevailed,

and also to Pennsylvania in 1829, on the

sole credit of Governor Schultz, to save

the State from threatened bankruptcy.

In this connection should be kept in mind

his magnificent bequests to Philadelphia

and the State of Pennsylvania, besides his

other liberal gifts to numerous charitable

institutions.

But Girard specially showed his true

practical religion in 1793, when the yel-

low fever scourged Philadelphia
—when
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out of a population of less than twenty-

five thousand who remained in the city,

over four thousand deaths occurred be-

tween August 1st and November 9th. Gi-

rard was then a ministering angel anions

the fever-smitten poor in humble private

houses and in Bushhill Hospital, in which

he served for sixty days as a common

nurse, often performing the most menial

and disgusting- service. He was at one

time seen carrying in his arms a sick

man heavier than himself from a hum-

ble cottage, with the burning cheek of

the yellow-fever victim resting against

his, to convey him to the hospital in

his vehicle. In 1797 and 1798 the city

was again scourged by yellow fever, and

in both years Girard again took the lead

in relieving the poor sufferers by per-

sonal service and large gifts of money,

not thinking Gf his own life. If this was

not the spirit of true religion, what was

it? (James 1-27.)
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After these preliminaries, which might

be greatly enlarged, the way is open to

consider the main question in hand—to

wit, whether the well-known system of the-

ology at present taught in Girard College

is consonant with Gira?rd's Will?

The principal objection to the Will in

the attempt to break it is thus stated

by Judge Story of the United States

Supreme Court:

" That the foundation of the College upon the

principles and exclusions prescribed by the testator

is derogatory and hostile to the Christian religion,

and so is void, as being against the common law

and public policy of Pennsylvania; and this for two

reasons : first, because of the exclusion of all eccle-

siastics, missionaries, and ministers of any sect from

holding or exercising any station or duty in the Col-

lege, or even visiting the same
;
and secondly, be-

cause it limits the instruction to be given to the

scholars to pure morality and general benevolence

and a love of truth, sobriety, and industry, thereby

excluding by implication all instruction in the Chris-

tian religion."
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It is sufficient here to say that this ob-

jection was unanimously overruled by the

court, and the Will was sustained. It

would not be possible, if expedient, in this

paper to review the arguments of counsel

for and against the Will, or the opinion

of the court, though in the judgment of

the writer there are many things in the

arguments on both sides, as well as su^-

gestions in the opinion of the court, open

to just criticism. There are statements

not sustained by the "
logic of history,''

and certain principles are affirmed or sug-

gested which the increased knowledge of

more than four decades has shown to be

unsound. If the Girard Will case could

be tried in the Supreme Court of the

United States to-day, the same judgment
would be rendered, but certain assump-
tions and concessions would not be

made.

But what was judicially settled by the

Supreme Court in this notable case?
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That there was no legal reason for break-

ing Girard's Will, and that the testator

intended that while the purest principles

of morality should be taught by laymen,

sectarian religious tenets should be ex-

cluded from the College. Certain sugges-

tions in the "
opinion

"
given by the Chief

Justice will be examined later.

Now, let us candidly inquire how far

the conditions of Girard's Will have been

carried out by those into whose hands this

sacred trust has fallen.

The first tiling that strikes our atten-

tion as we look over the College grounds

is an imposing church edifice, called a

chapel, of most elaborate and approved

style of ecclesiastical architecture. It was

doubtless desirable that the College should

have a place where all the students could

be assembled, but why should this build-

ing have such a marked ritualistic form,

and thus suggest
"
High-Church

"
procliv-

ities ? Would it not have been more
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appropriate to follow the style of the main

College building, selected by Girard him-

self?

We enter this temple and find in the

pews a book entitled

A

MANUAL FOR THE CHAPEL
OF

GIRARD COLLEGE.

PHILADELPHIA:

PRESS OF HENRY B. ASHMEAD.

1883.

Noah Webster gives a definition of

manual, thus: "
(1) A small book, such as

may be carried in the hand, ... as a man-

tial of laws
; (2) hence, specifically, the ser-

vice-book of the Roman Catholic Church."

We examine this Manual, and find that

it might just as well have been called a

Ritual or Liturgy, for we find liturgical

selections for mornino; and afternoon for

every day in the month, besides special
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services for Sundays, Christmas, Good

Friday, Easter, and other holy days. The

Manual contains numerous forms of

prayer, consisting mainly, if not entirely,

of excerpts from The Book of Common

Prayer of the Protestant Episcopal Church.

Besides prayers and litanies, there are

nearly two hundred hymns in the Man-

ual. We make but little comment on the

prayers, but their substance and form are

distinctively orthodox and evangelical, so

called. In a petition for the sick and

dying (p. 20) the orphans are taught to

pray that departing
" souls

' "
may be

cleansed in the blood of Christy Of

course Jewish children could not join in

this petition, neither could Friends (Hick-

sites), Unitarians, Universalists, and many
other Christians. On page 23, in a re-

sponsive hymn which "
may be said or

sung" according to the rubric (not printed

in red), in an address to " the everlasting

Son of the Father," these words are used:
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" When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, thou

didst humble thyself to be born of a virgin.
' '

And again on the same page :

"We believe that thou shalt come to be our

Judge."

The dogma of virgin-born saviours is

found in many of the ancient pagan relig-

ions, and has a place in orthodox creeds
;

but many pious persons do not accept the

doctrine of a God born of a human virgin

mother; and it was doubtless just such

confusing dogmas as this that Girard de-

sired should not be taught to young boys

in his College. The doctrines of the " sec-

ond advent" of Jesus and a final "gen-

eral judgment" taught in the Manual are

questions upon which the churches are

very much divided.

We now turn to the hymns in the Man-

ual. It was said by a wise man of the

olden times, "Let me write the ballads

of a nation, and I care not who makes
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the laws." The service of sonor is the

most effectual way to teach dogmatic the-

ology. We run hastily over the hymns

sung in Girard College chapel and make

a few extracts.

In Hymn 4th this line occurs :

' ' The God incarnate J Man divine
' '

/

In Hymn 8th there is drawn a picture

of " thousands of children in heaven,"

and the question is asked,
" How came

those children there ?" The answer is—

"Because the Saviour shed his blood

To wash away their sin :

Bathed in that pure and precious flood,

Behold them white and clean."

Hymn 69th, verse 1, contains these

words :

u
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee ;

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty,

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity."
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This last line is repeated in the last stanza

of the hymn :

"God in three Persons, blessed Trinity."

Now, the word Trinity does not occur in

the Bible. The only verse in the New
Testament (Authorized Version) that di-

rectly teaches the doctrine of the Trinity

is 1 John 5:7: "There are three that bear

record in heaven, the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Ghost, and these three are

one." It has been known for more than

a century that this verse is an interpo-

lation, and it has been entirely excluded

from the last version of the New Testa-

ment
(
1 8 8 1

) ,
made chiefly by orthodox

ministers. All scholars know that the

dogma of the Trinity is of heathen origin,

and that it is found in the great pagan

religions centuries before the existence

of either Jews or Christians. In the

Girard College Manual, besides the hymn
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mentioned, it is taught in all the Doxolo-

gies.

Take 189:

"Glory be to God the Father,

Glory be to God the Son,

Glory be to God the Spirit,

Great Jehovah, three in one."

Also 19
">

•

"Praise to God the Father give,

Glory be to God the Son ;

Praise be to the Holy Ghost;

Glory to the Three in one."

The doo;ma of vicarious cleansing blood-

atonement, first formulated by Anselm in

the twelfth century, and rejected by mul-

titudes "professing and calling themselves

Christians" (besides the Jews), is found

throughout the Manual. Note the fol-

lowino; :o

Hymn j$ :

"In thy promises I trust,

Now I feel the blood applied;
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I am prostrate in the dust,

I with Christ am crucified."

Hymn 74:

"Wash me, cleanse me in the blood

That flowed on Calvary."

Hymn 75;

"I lay my sins on Jesus,

The spotless Lamb of God ;

He bears them all, and frees us

From the accursed load.

I bring my guilt to Jesus,

To wash my crimson stains

White in his blood most precious,

Till not a spot remains."

Take the chorus of Hymn 82 :

"Sing, oh sing of my Redeemer;
With his blood he purchased me ;

On the cross he sealed my pardon,

Paid the debt and made me free."

Hymn 93 :

"Just as I am, and waiting not

To rid my soul of one dark blot,
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To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,

O Lamb of God, I come."

Several hymns consist of ascriptions,

divine worship, and adoration to Jesus,

with prayer addressed to him. In Hymn
134 the following confusing words are put

in the mouths of tender children :

"Buried in sorrow and in sin,

At helVs dark door we lay ;

But we arise by grace divine

To see a heavenly day."

Suffice it to say that the Manual is an

embodiment and open expression of the

orthodox dogmas of the fallen, lost, and

helpless state of the human race, the in-

carnation of God himself through birth of

a virgin human mother, to atone for man's

sin, and to wash away his guilt in the sac-

rificial blood of the God-man, thereby

securing to believers eternal salvation

through the ^race of " God in three Per-

sons, blessed Trinity"
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We are now prepared to consider the

main question, whether Girard College

theology is consonant with Girard's Will.

The following propositions are respect-

fully submitted for examination :

I. The question under discussion is not

whether the provisions of the Will are

wise and desirable, nor whether the testa-

tor had a legal right to make them. This

latter question has been judicially settled

for ever by the unanimous judgment of

the Supreme Court of the United States

in 1844. There is nothing unlawful in

the conditions of Girard's Will.

II. There is no ambiguity or inconsist-

ency in the Will to create a reasonable

doubt as to what Girard intended shoteld

be taught the orphan beneficiaries. After

eivinof a curriculum of school-studies, he

says :

<< I desire by every proper means a pure attach-

ment to our republican institutions, and to the sa-

cred rights of conscience as guaranteed by our happy
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Constitutions, shall be formed and fostered in the

minds of the scholars. My desire is that all the

instructors and teachers in the College shall take

pains to instill into the minds of the scholars the

purestprinciples of ?norality, so that on their entrance

into active life they may from inclination and habit

evince benevolence toward their fellow-creatures and

a love of truth, sobriety, and industry, adopting at

the same time such religious tenets as their matured

reason may enable them to prefer.
:t >

The desires and purposes of Girard are

here expressed in language which is as

creditable to his clear and penetrating

mind as to the patriotic, philanthropic,

and moral principles of his generous and

tolerant heart. He could not have de-

sired a more creditable epitaph engraved

upon his tomb than the words in which

he expressed his will in regard to what

the orphans should be taught.

III. It is just as clear from the Will it-

self what Girard intended and enjoined

should not be taught to orphan boys in

his College. He says :
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" There are, however, some restrictions which I

consider it my duty to prescribe and to be among
other conditions on which my bequest is made and

to be enjoyed:" . . . "I enjoin and require that

no ecclesiastic, missionary, or minister of any sect

whatsoever shall ever hold or exercise any station or

duty whatever in the said College ; nor shall any such

person ever be admitted for any purpose, or as a vis-

itor, within the premises appropriated to the purposes

of said College. In making this restriction I do not

mean to cast any reflection upon any sect or person

whatsoever ; but as there is such a multitude of sects

and such a diversity of opinion amongst them, I desire

to keep the tender minds of the orphans who are to

derive advantage from this bequest free from the

excitement which clashing doctrines and sectarian

controversy are so apt to produce."

It must be perfectly clear to an un-

prejudiced mind that Girard intended to

prohibit the teaching of "
religious tenets

'

of every description, and that the orphans

should be free to accept, without prejudice,

such "religious tenets" as their "matured

reason might enable them to prefer."

When ?
" On their entrance into active
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life ;" that is, when they leave the Col-

lege. // was to this end—viz. to secure

the non-teaching of "
clashing doctrines

and sectarian controversy" arising from

the "
diversity of opinion

"
among such a

" multitude of sects
"—that Girard ex-

cluded "
ecclesiastics, missionaries, and

ministers of religion of any sect whatso-

ever." Judge Story in his "
opinion

"

well says :

"All that we can gather from his language is that

he desired to exclude sectarians and sectarianism

from the College."

He thought it best, in order to secure

this end, to exclude professional ecclesi-

astics from the College.

IV. Are the current teachings in Girard

College such as he intended to provide as

expressed so fully and specifically in his

Will ? What has heretofore been taught

by the officers and instructors in the

school-rooms and in private regarding
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" the purest principles of morality," or

what is now being thus taught by the

present officers, professors, and teachers,

is not known to the writer. It cannot be

doubted that Girard never contemplated

any other teaching than what should be

done in the College by the officers and

teachers employed. But an edifice of

"
High Church "

architecture has been

erected on the College grounds, and

missionaries from orthodox churches, and

especially from the Young Men s Chris-

tian Association, a sectarian institution (for

Hebrews, Unitarians, Universalists, Qua-
kers or Friends known as followers of

Elias Hicks, and other religionists, can-

not be active members in that Associa-

tion), are statedly admitted on Sundays
to the pulpit of the Girard College church

edifice, and openly preach the distinctive

dogmas of the dominant orthodox sects.

These ministers (for a minister is one who

serves, especially in religious matters) not
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only read chapters from the Protestant

Bible, but at length preach
—that is, ex-

pound the meaning and give and apply

the sense—according to the accepted or-

thodox and evangelical creeds. Visitors

have pronounced these missionary ser-

mons (for a sermon is a speecli) delivered

in the College chapel to be equal in every

respect to the discourses ordinarily deliv-

ered by pastors in the regular outside

churches. The writer has specific re-

ports of only two recent discourses. In

the first the missionary or minister not

only preached an orthodox sermon, but

openly ridiculed the teachings of Thomas

Paine, a well-known patriot, and held his

character up to contempt, and stigmatized

those who celebrate his birthday as "fanat-

ical, long-haired men and short-haired

women "
! Did Girard, the friend and

admirer of the man whose motto was,

"The world is my country, and to do

good my religion," ever intend that poor
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orphan boys from "six to ten years of

age
"
should be thus harangued and preju-

diced in his unsectarian charity school ? In

the second discourse, of which a report is at

hand, the speaker unwittingly admitted in

his opening remarks "that the founder of

the College never contemplated or inte7ided

such a service as then and there enea^ed

their attention." He seemed to feel that

some sort of an apology was necessary,

so he threw the responsibility of the per-

version upon the Lord by quoting thrice,

11 God moves in a mysterious way his won-

ders to perform." Other pious speakers

are reported to have justified the defeat

of Girard's intentions by quoting,
" Sure-

ly the wrath of man shall praise thee,"

meaning that Girard had been outwitted

and his magnificent benefaction applied

to what he did not intend—the promo-
tion of orthodox dogmas of religion when

he only thought to promote the purest

principles of morality. This cunning
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petty pietists sometimes call
"
sucking

the milk of the Gentiles." Of course the

officers of the College can never know

in advance just what dogmas will be

taught by the missionary ministers, and

so are not directly responsible for the

foolish and improper things they may

preach.

It is absolutely certain, from the general

tenor and specific provisions of Girard's

Will, that he never thought of any other

teaching for the orphans than what should

be done by the instructors in the College,

who by accepting official position are le-

gally and morally bound to comply with

the wishes of the Founder. It is not safe

or proper to admit to the pulpit or "desk"

of this non-sectarian institution a promis-

cuous corps of men, many of whom have

more zeal than knowledge, whose indis-

creet and desultory utterances often not

only pervert the purpose of the bene-

factor, but bring confusion to the tender
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minds of the children. There is no more

reason for the four professors and their

thirty or more assistants to call in a score

or more of helpers on Sundays than there

is for the pastor of a church to shirk his

responsibilities and give up his pulpit to

a crowd of outside exhorters. The offi-

cers and teachers of Girard College mi^ht

with propriety occasionally invite well-

known and distinguished visitors to speak
to the boys, but they have no more right

to turn over the regular work of instruc-

tion on Sundays to others than they have

to surrender the work of general school

instruction during the week to whoever

might have an ambition or fancy to try

their hands at school-teaching. This sub-

ject cannot be made too emphatic, and

may be noticed later.
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II.

THE DEFENCE OF THE DIRECTORS

EXAMINED.

BELIEVING
that the theology taught

in the Girard College Manual, and in

some of the lay sermons delivered in the

chapel by the peripatetic ^z/tf^-preachers

on Sundays, is utterly inconsistent with

the "conditions" of the Founder's bequest,

special pains have been taken to ascertain

what explanation or justification could be

made of the present policy and practice of

the Directors. The President of the Col-

lege was respectfully asked by letter to ex-

plain the apparent inconsistency between

the provisions of Girard's Will and the pol-

icy of the Board regarding religious teach-

ing, and he promptly and politely responded

by sending a printed copy of An Address


